Continuous postponement is unjustifiable...

PAFFREL urge GosL to
expedite LG elections

[ BY NIRANJALA ARIYAWANSHA

Peaple's Actlon For Free and
Fair Elections { FAFFREL) have
urged the government to not
continuously postpsons the LG
election saying that delimitatlon
work has not been completed as
yel,

PAFFREL in a letier seni (o
Mindster of Prowineial Councils
and Local Government Faisger
Musthapha, polat= out further
that it is miot justified to keep
postponing LG elections which
are closest to the people as a
resulf of the commbitee
appoinbed for dielim lation ot
carrying out their duties
properiy

Copies of this letier which has
been seni by Executive Director
Rohana Hettlarachehl on behall
of PAFFREL have also been semni
to the Elactions Commissioner,
and secretaries of all palitical
partles as well as all clvil
organizations which show a keen
interest regarding this issue.

Explaining further to Ceylan
Toeday Bohana Hettiarachchi

sald that local governmend
inatitutions for which
delimitation problems have been
solved be gazetied and the
problems of institutions which
siill have them be solved rapbdly
and that the povernment should
take steps to hold the election
SOHHI.

He further said postponing the
local government clectlon s nota
reapanalbility of the minlster in
charge of the subject,

*Laocal Government
Instilutions are organizations
ithat represent the people In
connectbon with thetr dally
problems and are very close to
the public. Maintaining these
institutions for an extended
lengih of thme under an ofTiclal’s
adminkziration iz nol beneflcial
o a country's democracy The
tenure of certain local
government institutions have
gone beyomd several vears, The
O D il th
chairmanship ol Asoka Peiris
said initially that it would be
possible to complete delimitation

by the e=nd of January subssqueni
o taking into cons keration
complaints they have recebed
and that they could be gametted.
Then they postponed it until 31st
March. This ks a very harmful
situation,” Hettkarachchi sabd
farther

In their letter, PAFFREL has
polnbed ot thiat elsctions have mot
b bl ginee 011 at the
Battbeabon Munleipal Council anid
# Pradeshiya Sabhas. While an
election has not been held ai the
Vivuniyva Munbkcipal Cowncil fram
2012, an elociion haz nol been held
at the JalTra Munielpal Counctl
Trom 20014 At the same time these
elections at Pudukudiyiruppu
and Muhudubadapaththu
Pradeshiyva Sabha had been
postpnmsd for legal reasons,

Hettiarachehi emphasizes to
the prvernment in the letier thet
under these circumsiances
problems regarding 596 LG
institutions have io be solved soon
and that the government should
take steps to hold elections
proampthy



